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Welcome to Rathbane Men's Club
You are now a member of Rathbane Golf Course having paid your course fee to Mack Trading who are the management company authorised by Limerick City and County Council.
Rathbane Golf Course is a public municipal course, owned by  the council who fund a management company to manage and maintain the course in keeping with the license agreement.
Rathbane Golf Course has both a Ladies and Men's club, each with their own committee separate from each other. A trustee from the lady's club and one from the men's club along with committee  representatives,  sit on the liaison committee who meet every two months with the City Council and Mack Trading.
The Men's Club manages the day to day running of men’s golf at Rathbane Golf Club including, new membership, handicaps, competitions, prizes etc. Rathbane Men’s  club is a not for profit club.
Membership of the men's Club is  €50 for 2025. Golf Ireland membership (€30) is paid from this €50 and the remainder is goes to the men’s committee to fund competitions/prizes/food for major day's/etc. Fund raising through hamper raffles/ 50:50 draw/quiz nights/donations/ all go to support running of the Men’s Club.
There is an additional €20 payment due with the membership fee of €50 with this €20 being credited to the member to cover 4 competitions @ €5 each in the golfing season.
Insurance is recommended, this is available to purchase at the beginning of the year, information is made available by the treasurer when payment can be made.
Advantages of Rathbane Men's Club membership
· Becoming part of a group of  who want to play golf at RGC.
· Getting to know like-minded people.
· Improving your golf game by playing with people of all levels.  
· Members who have made their contact details available to you to answer any queries you may have.
· An established group of golfers, of all ages, who are willing to assist you in becoming part of this group.
· Membership of Golf Ireland, access to Golf Ireland on line app with all the resources including all golf rules, etc.
· Great access to course from Limerick city and availability of tee times.
· No restrictions on number of tee times that can be booked per week.
· No compulsory 'behind the bar'  annual subscription.  
Application forms for the Men’s Club are available at reception, on display, ask receptionist if you have any difficulty locating them. The completed form along with € 50 membership fee and €20 to cover 4 competitions @ €5 each should be put into the envelope provided and put into the ‘ fees drawer' at the men’s computer. When your application has been reviewed by the committee, the handicap secretary Billy O’Doherty will contact you.  New members are automatically added to the men's club email list and the men's club  Whats app social group.
To play in competitions Golf Ireland rules apply, players must have a handicap. Members of the Men’s club who are working towards their handicap can contact the competition secretary to discuss playing in competitions until you have your handicap cards completed.  You can play golf at any club in Ireland or abroad once you have your handicap index and your Golf Ireland card.
Meeting and greeting in the car park and lounge area is the easiest way to building your network of golfing friends.  Saturday/Sunday are the busiest days for men members (weather permitting). We hope to run an open singles all day on Tuesdays and our Seniors play on Thursday from 8.30 to 10.30 am. Men with handicaps who are members of the Men’s Club are added to the BRS booking system, where tee times can be booked from your phone or through reception.
New members can take their game at their own pace and work towards a handicap. Manage your own game, the committee are here to help in any way possible – you just need to ask.
Please read this booklet carefully, you will find plenty information to get you started as a member of   Rathbane Men's Club – best of luck from the men's committee.
Introduction:
The rules of etiquette as published by the R&A of St. Andrews and the Golf Ireland fall roughly into two categories – offences against good manners and actions that may lead to other players being injured or adversely affected when playing their shots.
It is hoped that this information will encourage all golfers to apply these rules and therefore improve the quality of the game.
There are 3 major areas that require your attention:
· Please be courteous to others with whom you share the course
· Please preserve the course and its environment…. By repairing damage to the course immediately as it is incurred during play and by keeping noise levels well under control.
· Please endeavour to keep play moving smoothly at all times.
1st Tee:
The “unwritten” rules of golf evolve from a common need and a constant love and respect for the game itself. The Do’s and Don’ts of etiquette and decorum have been passed down by word of mouth and example.
There is no written source to which you can refer – you either know them or you don’t. To help all concerned here are some suggestions:
· Always be on the first tee 5 minutes before your agreed start time.
· Check the markings on your ball before driving and announce to your playing partners
· Do not damage the tee with practise swings.
· Do not stand immediately behind or in front of any player addressing the ball.
· Maintain silence whilst shots are being played.
· Do not drive until the players in front are out of range.
· To avoid wasting time looking for lost balls, always watch the other competitors ball in flight and note its point of landing.
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Fairways
Once out on the course enjoy your golf… but always remember the manner in which you play your game will always influence the pleasure of the other golfers around you.
· By all means take the time needed to play your shot to the best of your ability, but keep play moving smoothly at all times. Don’t dawdle between shots…. and be prepared to be called through at any time.
· When searching for a lost ball and the group behind is ready to play their shots – call them through. You are permitted 3 minutes to find a ball before declaring it lost… you must go back to where you played the last shot from.
· If you have a clear hole in front and the group behind are waiting to play their shots call them through immediately.
· If you are a four ball, and a two ball or foursomes match is behind you and are travelling faster than you…then call them through at the first opportunity.
· It always helps to spot every ball in your group.
· Think about the shot you are going to play as you approach your ball.
· Having studied your shot, select your club quickly and quietly.
· Having played your shot, replace your divots and return your club to the bag quietly
In the best interest of the game, care and consideration for other golfers should always be foremost in you mind. The slightest sound or sudden movement can undermine the performance of others in your group.
· Remember to play ready golf – even if you are not furthest out, if you are ready – play – it helps speed up the game (except in Matchplay)
· Before playing an approach shot make certain that the green is clear.
· Always rake the bunkers after playing out of them. In the absence of a rake, it is best to smooth the sand with the sole of your shoe and to “finish off” with your sand wedge.

[image: image5.wmf]
Around the Green:
Clarify the local rules prior to commencement of play, conditions of play relate to stones in the bunker, relief from staked trees, sprinkler heads etc.
· Players with trolleys and golf carts should follow the appropriate signs and should not take their wheels onto the aprons surrounding the greens, on onto the tee boxes.
· On reaching the green it helps to leave your clubs at a point directly between the pin and the direction you intend to take for the next tee. Try not to leave them in a place that to collect them you have to cover the same ground twice.
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On the Green:
· Repair any visible pitch marks, avoid stepping in the line of any putt and don’t waste time in your own preparations to putt.
· You are now permitted to remove the flag when on the green (post Covid) but try to only allow one person to touch the flag at each hole
· The player furthest from the pin always putts first.
· When other players are putting, try not to stand within the player’s immediate line of vision, keep quiet, keep still and don’t stand in line with the putt – either in front or behind. This can be construed as taking unfair advantage.
· Take particular care not to damage the hole when replacing the flag.
· Do not mark your card, take practise putts, or delay your departure from the green for any reason.
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Dress Code:
Do’s:
Wear a collared shirt
Wear golf shoes
If wearing shorts – they need to be of an appropriate length
Don’ts:
Do not wear sleeveless, collarless shirts
Do not wear tank tops
Do not wear tracksuit bottoms, leggings or denims 
Handicap:
Once you join the club and pay your yearly membership to both Mack Trading (The Course) and to the Men’s Club – you are encouraged to submit cards to achieve your handicap status.  The handicap limit is now 54, so even beginners are encouraged to submit your cards to be able to play in our competitions.  To submit a card, you must ask another Member (who has a handicap already) to ‘mark’ your cards – you need 3 x 18 hole cards, but this can be submitted in 6 x 9 holes, 3 x 18, 1 x 18 + 4 x 9 etc – any combination as long as it adds up to 3 x 18 holes.  The card must clearly contain your name, the dates played and your signature and your marker and please write ‘For Handicap Purposes’ and put in the drawer. You will be issued with your handicap and a Golf Ireland Card so that you can play in other courses. To enable new members to play immediately on joining, we will allocate a provisional handicap of 18 until their cards are assessed for handicap.
Competitions::
To enter and play in any competition – you must book a slot on BRS or phone the club.  For Major Days, we do a draw, so you will put your name on a Sign in Sheet in advance, but this will be advised by the Competition Secretary via email when necessary.  On the day of the competition, arrive in plenty of time, sign into the competition folder, your name, handicap and fee paid.  Put the appropriate fee in an envelope with your name, the date and the name of the competition, and place in the fees drawer.  Sign in to the appropriate competition on the Computer.  Take the appropriate card and have your fellow player ‘mark’ your card during your round.  On completion of your round, sign your card, ask your marker to agree score and sign and then insert your scores in the computer, noting the scores and result clearly on your card.  Your card must contain the following – the Competition Name, the date, your name, your handicap (playing), and at the end your signature and markers signature.  When our printer is working , the label printed when you sign in will cover most of these, so just signatures will be required in this instance.
Conclusion:
“In golf, customs of etiquette and decorum are as important as the rules governing play. It is appropriate for spectators to applaud successful strokes in proportion to but excessive demonstrations by a player or his partner are not proper due to the possible effect on other players”
We want you to enjoy your golf with Rathbane Men’s Golf Club, we hope that this information will help a little in guiding you in the right direction and make the game more enjoyable for all.
Once you’ve started playing golf, we would encourage all new members to take part in the Men’s weekly competitions at Rathbane. 
You can play on Tuesday,and Saturday or Sundays in our weekly competitions.  
On Tuesday for the open singles tee times are open all day, while on Saturday members time is from 8.00 to 9.00am and on Sunday from 7.30 to 9.30 am – please book on line on BRS or phone the club. The Competition Secretary will issue a Fixtures list at the beginning of the golfing year and will outline all of the Major Competitions. We encourage you to play with different members during the year to get to know your fellow members and remember, we play golf for fun, so while there are many, many rules of golf, enjoyment is the ultimate goal.
Please refer to our Fixtures List for dates on our major competitions and we would encourage all members to play in these competitions and support the club.
Good luck for the year and enjoy your golf at Rathbane Golf Club – the Committee are on hand to help you at any time – please feel free to ask us anything.  You are very welcome to our Club.
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